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“He put a new song in my mouth,
a song of praise to our God.”

Psalm 40:3

Back in the summer of 2006, I
had the opportunity to visit Scot-
land in the United Kingdom. It
was an incredible time for me on many different
levels because of the Presbyterian heritage in that

way too much credit in thinking that people could
destroy a community of faith when faith is solely
a gift of God alone. If we are referring though to
a particular group within that community of faith
though (a particular congregation), then I would
have to agree (with great sadness) that churches
run the risk of being a generation away from ex-
tinction. Churches always run the risk of having

place (to stand in the pulpit

their “"Great Song”, their "Oran Mor”, to fall

where John Knox preached),
the fact that the FIFA World
Cup Soccer Finals were going

I have heard more
than once that the
church is no more than

on deaf ears and never to be sung again.

I share all of this with you not to put fear
in your hearts, but instead for us as the

on in Germany, and because Il  generation

was traveling with my older| from extinction.
sister whom I so rarely get to

Pleasant Ridge Presbyterian Church to con-
sistently and constantly turn to our Eternal
Choir Director (No, I am not making refer-

away

see.

There was an evening where LeAnn and I left our
hotel in downtown Glasgow to go to a restaurant/
banquet hall to attend a dinner hosted by the Den-
tal Association of Scotland. Allow me to mention
that my sister is a practicing dentist in Seattle,
Washington and was there for a lecture series...I
was there for the food. Moving on, as our cab

ence to Dr. Tom Merrill as much as we all

love and appreciate him!) who alone can put a
new song in our mouths...a song of praise to our
God. In response to what God has done through
Jesus Christ at 5950 Montgomery Road for over
two hundred years, we need to join in the choir
and sing the “Great Song” that is ours and ours
alone. Whether this is

approached the restaurant named “Oran Mor”, I

Churches always run

through prayer, giving to

became speechless at the architecture alone.|the risk of having|the painting fund (it is
This beautiful gothic building made of stone with|{ b e i r “Great|900d to see ladders on
amazing stained glassed windows depicting the Song”......fall on deaf the perimeter of the

movements of Christ through the Scriptures and
the great Reformers of history had a full bar in
the basement and tables for two hundred in the

ears and never to be
sung again.

church and the painting
job started!), called lead-
ership (Elders and Dea-

Sanctuary. My sister gasped as we entered and
stated, “This is a great place for a restaurant!” My
reply was, “It is a better place for a Church.” The
irony in all of this is that "Oran Mor” was the origi-
nal name of the Church translated from the Gailec,
“The Great Song”. The only question worth asking
is, “"What happened to that “Great Song” of that
beautiful Church?

I have heard more than once that the church is
no more than a generation away from extinction.
This is a statement that comes with the baggage of
shock value and I disagree with it on many levels.
If we are referring to the Church as the “body of
Christ”, then I think that we are giving humanity

cons), your time and tal-
ents, smiles, worship attendance, and your treas-
ure (pledging...please note that we are behind for
the year and summer is approaching), we need to
sing the “Oran Mor” that God has put in our
mouths.

And when they come in or when they pass by,
what will they say? What a great place for a res-
taurant? No. They will say, "What a great place
for a church!”

With a warm handshake and hug-
Dr. K. Nicholas Yoda
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SUMMER! SERMON THEMES July 19

IT Samuel 7:1-14a

June 7 From Good to Great
Isaiah 6:1-8
Trinity of Relationships July 26
John 16:16-21
e June 14 Fear Factor
Psalm 20:1-9 ]
Do You Trust Me? 5{%\\}% August 2
S Ephesians
wortvarecaling. 4:1-16
Mark 4:5-41 ctheSpittn . "One”
Through Mt PeAE
Troubled Waters | . August 9 IWAITJ;;(_}ETIIELORD,
Psalm 130:1-8 ¢/
R Waiting for ‘i 4
| T, June 28 the Worldto = /¥
| ol | Luke 4:16-30 Change  \Riieworp
| npcanipin M | Jubilee Thinking [ HOPE.
gﬂﬁﬂhﬁmsyg@ h (Mike Gillespie) Psalm 130:5, NRSV
4 fupruclaiim fhe year of fhe
A s August 16
Ephesians 5:15-20
July 5

Walking the Walk
Rev. Woodruff, guest preacher

August 23
John 6:60-69
July 12 An Offensive Message
Ephesians
1:3-14
Predes- August 30
tmec:l for Song of Solomon 2:10-14
Inheritance .
Dulcinea
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The repainting has started but the paint is still too thin! The congrega-
tional response to a request for funds to accomplish the necessary exterior
painting of our church structure has been approximately $16,000. With two-
thirds of our goal met, the Building and Grounds Committee was given the
go-ahead to contract for the work to be done in order to take advantage of
% [the summer weather. It is now up to us to provide the remainder of the

Y funds in order to honor our commitment. If you have not yet made a contri-
bution to the paint fund, please don't delay. If, on prayerful reflection, you
find that you can add to your previous donation, please do so now. We can
do this!

In addition, it should be noted that our pledges to the unified budget are
about $20,000 in arrears. Session is working hard to keep within the ap-

proved budget, but cash flow is becoming a problem. Please take a look at
your giving pattern to see if you are up to date.

UPDAT‘E Stewardship Committee

WHAT WILL MATTER
by Michael Josephson

Ready or not, some day it will all come to an end.

There will be no more sunrises, no minutes, hours or days.

All the things you collected, whether treasured or forgotten, will pass to someone else.
Your wealth, fame and temporal power will shrivel to irrelevance.
It will not matter what you owned or what you were owed.
Your grudges, resentments, frustrations and jealousies will finally disappear.
So too, your hopes, ambitions, plans and to-do lists will expire.
The wins and losses that once seemed so important will fade away.
It won't matter where you came from or what side of the tracks you lived on at the end.
It won'’t matter whether you were beautiful or brilliant.
Even your gender and skin color will be irrelevant.
So what will matter? How will the value of your days be measured?
What will matter is not what you bought but what you built,
not what you got but what you gave.
What will matter is not your success but your significance.
What will matter is not what you learned but what you taught.

What will matter is every act of integrity, compassion, courage or sacrifice that enriched,

empowered or encouraged others to emulate your example.

What will matter is not your competence but your character.

What will matter is not how many people you knew,
but how many will feel a lasting loss when you’re gone.

What will matter is not your memories but the memories of those who loved you.
What will matter is how long you will be remembered, by whom and for what.
Living a life that matters doesn’t happen by accident.

It’s not a matter of circumstance but of choice.
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Around the Circles—June

Bethany Brown Circle: No
meeting.

Judd Circle: June 6, Satur-

day, 10:00 A.M; Potluck
Brunch.
Kemper Sewing Circle:

June 15, 10 A.M, Choir Room.

Marshall Circle: No meeting until September.
Monro Circle: June 10; 6:30 - Picnic at
home of Sondra Hunt, 7701 Chumani Trail.

Thompson York: No meeting until Septem-
ber.

Box Tops for Education

Remember to continue to save the Box
Tops for Education during the summer. This
year the Pleasant Ridge school has realized
about $300 from the box tops collected by
the school children and the PRPC congrega-
tion. Look for box tops on

¢+ General mills products

¢ Pillsbury fro-
zen/refrigerated
products

¢ Green Giant frozen
foods o

¢ Kleenex tissues '

¢ Ziploc Bags Box Tops _

and many others. for Education

Please bring them to the communications
room and place them in the container pro-
vided.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Caroll & Ann Wood
9840 Montgomery Road Apt. 3304
Cincinnati, Ohio 45242
513-247-1864

Bob Lodder
3801 E. Galbraith Rd. #344
Cincinnati, Ohio 45236
513-745-7844

VACATION
BIBLE SCHOOL

Vacation Bible School
starts at 6:00 on July 12
and continues each night at

B " :
6:15 through Thursday,
July 16. VBS
Our theme is “"Crocodile|July 12-16
Dock: Where fearless

kids shine God'’s light.” VBS is open to
children 3 years old through completed 5th
graders. Registration forms are available on
the church website and at the greeter’s desk
as you enter the church. We can only ac-
commodate 25 preschoolers so get regis-
tered NOW! There is no limit on elementary
children.

Our VBS DONATION
BOARD has been up in
the gym for the past 3
weeks, but we still have
a few items we would
like to have donated.
Please visit the board if
you are able to help.

As always, your generous support is
greatly appreciated. This enables us to pro-
vide our VBS program free.

There will be two important training ses-
sions in June for VBS volunteers.

¢ Sunday, June 14, Center Leaders will
meet at 11:45 in the Kemper Room for
orientation.

¢ Sunday, June 28, Crew Leaders and all
other VBS volunteers will meet at 11:45
in the Kemper Room for orientation.

Child care will be provided if Mike is noti-
fied two weeks prior to the training.

RUB-A-DUB DUB

The Caring Place
needs bar soap to
put in our health
care bags. Please
pick up an extra bar
when you shop and put it in the blue tub in
the gym. Thanks for your continued support.

-JoAnn Ruff

JONATIONS
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INCOME Budget
Pledges $325,000
Loose Offerings $21,199
Church Manse Fund $35,000

Sunday School/Youth Church  $200

Investment & Misc. Income $3,600
Endowment Interest Income $223,360
Special Offering Gifts $7,200

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
Local: Caring Place, IHN

Building Use $4,000
TOTAL INCOME $619,559
EXPENSES

Pastoral Care & Personnel $265,534

Christian Education Committee $21,500
Evangelism & Discipleship $19,100
Mission Committee $74,000
Building & Grounds Committee $222,500

Stewardship & Support Committee $1,300
Worship Committee $2,625
Deacons $1,300
Fellowship Committee $4,500
TOTAL EXPENSES $619,559

INCOME IN EXCESS OF EXPENSE

Budgeted to Date
$108,333.32
$7,066.32
$11,666.68

$66.68

$1,200.00
$74,453.32
$2,400.00

$1,333.32
$206,519.64

$88,511.36
$13,833.32
$6,366.64
$24,666.64
$74,166.64
$433.32
$875.00
$433.32
$1,499.96
$213,186.20

Al Fin

Actual to Date
$84,320.00
$11,834.38
$13,700.00
$73.00

$656.17
$74,452.00
$2,920.50

$0
$460.00
$188,696.05

$93,339.63
$12,269.43
$5,757.56
$21,008.33
$83,511.98
($165.00)
$731.38
$1,032.94
$1,009.73
$218,824.39
($30,128.34)

alces

Memorial Gifts
Pat Allen - Benevolence Projects Endowment
Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Hohn

Esther Lawhon
Myriam Engelken

Esther Lawhon - The Car-
ing Place
Barbara Imm

‘RS

Jeremy’s techhique Yor evangelism wasn’t
particularly etfective until a caring brother
clued him in to the “Bihaca Factor.”
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June 2009
Monthly Planner as of 5/28/09
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
/ 2 3 4 b 6
9:00 AM Al hall 330 AM ACS - 6:30 Ph -5:00 PM B:30 P PW 10:00 Aht Judd
carpets to be L] R —neeitoon Picnic Circle - Kemper
cleaned. 11:30 &AM Staff out to £:30 Ph Ornament Installation of Foom
lunch vl Mehullen warkshop - Room officers- Judd
7:00 PM Mizsian 2 Hall
Committee - Library 700 P -9;00 PM
= . Jump 'n' Jive Show
atf pal{l;gs:lean-up Band - Choir Room
7:00 P RECDS -
Gy
—_ - - - .
S 9 [0 [1 /2 /3
700 P 6:30 PM Monro f:30 PM 10:00 AM LAST 1:30 PM -6:30
Personnel Circle @the home Jrnament Metallic Club PM RSCOS
Committee - BRI Workshop - before summer Meetings &
Pastar's Study 7:00 PM Deacan Room 200 break- Judd Hall Potluck -
wiRay West Meeting - Kemper - GyrmikKemper
i Room 7:00 PM Fg er i
RSCDS - Gym Li
700 PM-5:00PM
LJumip 'n' Jive Showe
Band - Chair
Room
; - - 7 9 § !
/4 /3 16 Iy /8 19 20
11.45 AWM WBS 9:00 AW -12:00 9:00 AM -12:00 QQDFEN‘Z“‘;%Z%';M 2:00 Ah-12:00 9:00 AM -12:00 Michalas - vVac.
Center Leader Fi PRNS Art Pl PRNS Art _ P PRNS Art P PRNS Art
Training - Camp Camp iarchep oo 200 Carmp Carmp
kemper Room _ } _
nstallation of Micholas - Vac. .00 PM .?:.DE- PMS:::DDBFMdJumP Micholas - Vac. Micholas - vVac.
nstallation o M School ' Jive Show Band -
Mew Officers o e Choir Room
Board Meeting - 700 PM RECDS - Gym
Special Called Roam 200 Nt~
Congregational Michal Y ’
Meeting icholas - YWac.
P 72 73 oy PEY ors 7
21 22 23 24 29 26 27
9:00 A -2:00 PM szfom;iﬁn:gﬂp:ﬂhﬂ:;m 9:00 A -2:00 9:00 AM -2:00 9:00 Al -2:00 Michalas -
PRNS Cooking iy PM PRNS PM PRNS PM PRNS Study Leave
e e Cooking Carmp Cooking Camp Cooking Camp
5:30 PM Christian Cooking Camp 630 P
Edugation 7:00 PM-5:00 P Jurp Orhament
Comritee- s owemd- || worksnap -
- Foom 200
§:00 PM Session - Coudinaing Toam S TTEERRE
Kemper Room hzeting - Kemper Room )
PICNIC - Gym
7R ple -
28 29 50 May 2009 Jul 2009
:_;:diﬂ"m\i’::g'?’z”mper Micholas - Micholas - ce R e Sihr e
Room Study Leave Study Leave 2 . 2 3 3
IHN Hozting Beginz Suap gy R g R gy
M Gllespi Preaching 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
RSl 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
M ot 34 25 26 77 28 29 3D 36 27 28 29 30 31
3l
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There
will be no
children’s
classes
meeting
this sum-
mer. We
~|will  start
} up again
g with  Rally

e Day, Sep-
SUNDAY SCHooL [{SmPer

The Kemper Adult class will not continue to
meet during the summer as previously ad-
vertised. Fred Burnett will pick back up in
September leading a discussion of the major
and minor prophets of the Old Testament.

The Serendipity adult class will also take a
summer break.

PRESBYERIAN BOOK CLUB

Our book club enjoyed a good discuss of
our second book this year, The Ultimate Gift,
during it’s luncheon meeting May 17.

The next meeting will be Sunday, Septem-
ber 27, 11:45 in the Kemper Room. Our
summer reading will be a book by Jerome
Teel, The Divine Appointment. It is a
timely work of Christian fiction (with great
reviews) filled with the tension of how a
Christian president deals with his faith and
the demands of politics as he faces the op-
portunity to appoint a new justice to the Su-
preme Court. There are also other ethical
subplots in the book which will stimulate lots
of thinking.

Several
copies will be
available in
Mike's office
by the mid-
dle of June.
=4 | A donation of

G 1 $10 would

“" | 'be appreci-
ated, but is

not neces-
sary.

We have
been so blest in
our Sunday
School program
to have such
great teachers.
We want to say
THANK-YOU to
those listed be-
low who have
shared SO
freely of their
time, energy,

and faith to THANK YOU TO OUR

help us share| SUNDAY SCHOOL
the good news TEACHERS
with all  our
children, youth, and adults.
good and faithful servants!

THANK YOU to......

Sue Imm, Elizabeth Hammelrath, Don & Jo
Ann Kerl, Megan Sprigg, Val Mohr, Linda Ba-
den, Cheryl Hatch, Beau & Allison McGrath,
Bruce & Bonnie Anderson, Fred Burnett, Ann
Wood, Tom Crosby, Sarah Hammelrath, and
Lisa Wilkens-Maynus.

You simply are the BEST and we appreciate
you so much.

Way to go you

Congratulations to Carl Evert

Carl Evert, long time PRPC member, was
honored by the League of Women Voters at
its annual Visions Luncheon on April 28. Carl
received the Daniel J. Ransohoff Citizen Ini-
tiative Award, given each year to a commu-
nity volunteer who has demonstrated out-
standing civil service. The League cited
Carl’s continuing interest and activism in en-
vironmental health and his leadership in de-
veloping the LEED status for the Pleasant
Ridge Montessori School. In a gracious ac-

ceptance speech, Carl in turn cited those
who gave him support in his work, Darlene
. Kamine, CPS,

e fﬁ S ™+ # @ |the architects

. «% & Jat Steed,
@;zl;fﬁrralﬁtiﬂﬁ% f Hammond and
L * lPaul.. and his

wife Marjorie.
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\
Presbyterian Women

To: All Women of PRPC
From: Mary Abbott, Moderator of PW

The activities of PW are beginning to slow
down now that June is here and circles as
well as PW are taking a rest before Septem-
ber brings a flurry of “busy”-ness as we gear
up for the Fall Rummage sale, another ba-
zaar and other events with which we concern
ourselves.

At our May business meeting held in the
Kemper Room on May 7, we learned from the
treasurer, Judy Davis, that the Spring Rum-
mage sale held on April 18, netted over
$2800.00. We heard reports from various
committees, one of whom was Phyllis Shea,
chairperson of the Kemper Room decorating
committee, who brought us up to date on ac-
tivities of that committee and “showed off”
the sideboard which had been recently pur-
chased and delivered. It will be a service-
able addition to the room. Also at that meet-
ing, we elected the following women to serve
for the next two years in their respective of-
fices: Margie Dawson, secretary; Judy
Davis, treasurer; Cheryl Hatch, Membership
Coordinator. Other officers will continue until
2010.

Following the business meeting, the Birthday
Luncheon was
held in Judd Hall

;C(;"% The meal anci

Thaﬂk YOH decorations were
g/ Past Moderators the responsibility

‘% of the Marshall
(‘%W and Monro cir-

cles, Joyce Horn-

ing and Mary Ab-
bott, chairpersons of those circles, respec-
tively. Following the luncheon, eleven past
moderators were introduced and thanked for
their former and continuing service to PW.

The program was presented by Martha
McLeod who told stories of three women:
Harriet Beecher Stowe, Sojourner Truth, and
Annie Oakley.

The last event for the year will be the Salad
Picnic on June 4 at 6:30 P.M. in Judd Hall.
Installation of newly elected officers and re-
dedication of those currently in office will be
held followed by communion.

On June 23 at 7 P.M. the Coordinating
Team will meet in the Kemper Room to plan
for the 2009 - 2010 calendar year.

Circle Chairs: Please have information for
the PW directory turned in by June 30. This
should be put in the Moderator’s box in the
Communication Room.

PRPC are

planning to

“l" Sathering

] held in Lou-

isville July
LOUISVILLETRIP ::-i5. " r
| SN \ou are in-
terested, there is still time to register, al-
though the deadline is past for early registra-
tion. There are funds in the PW treasury set
aside to help defray the expenses of those
who attend. I am looking forward to this
experience as I have never gone before, but
because of the enthusiasm of those who
have attended in other years, I decided to
go. Won't you Join the Journey, too?

Several
women from

May you each have a restful summer and
make a decision to

get involved, in the A
event you aren’t R ff ]
already involved, in NS
Presbyterian s Sl!mmc’f
Women. There’s
something for YOU.

Peace!
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June Birthdays
Record, Nancy
Fulton, N. Dudley
Trefzger, Judith
Metzger, Daniel (Dan)
Klappert, John

Baden, Linda
Hatch, Allison
McLain, Betty
Simpson, William
Woodburn, Beulah
Davis, June
McGrath, Allison
Allen, Helen
Jacobs, Gerri
Yoda, Nicholas
Farnham, William

Fischer, Virginia
Koeninger, Shirley
Baverman, Christopher
DeLon, Beverly
Hammelrath, Elizabeth
Heath, Martha (Marty)
Anderson, Kristen
Sprigg, Susan
Knutson, Lydia
Knutson, Miriam
O'Reilly, James
Weise, Thomas
Thomas, Lori

Schiff, Robert

Smith, Winifred

July Birthdays
Nieman, Jeanette
McWhorter, Kenneth (Ken)
Anderson, Bonnie
Behan, Cathy
Barnes, Traci
Nishiyama, Eugene
Diehl, Drew
Navarro, Alexander
Forbriger, Nancy
Golden, Penny
Crosby, Thomas (Tom)
Stiens, Emily
Evert, Marjorie
Elliott, Adell

Hunt, Kenneth
Navarro, David
Duermit, Jake
Wood, Caroll
Marshall, Jeanette
Shepherd, Jean
Young, Alexander (Alex)
Hunt, Susanne (Sue)
Ferguson, Joan
Zajac, Charles
Forbriger, Eric
Varick, Carolyn

Hammelrath, Margaret (Marge)

Savas, Amy

Fisher, Dorothy

Czarnecki, Karen

Forbriger, William

Solt, Kathleen

Kyle, Gladys

Potter, Jason

Powell, Katherine

Ralston, Catherine (Katie)
August Birthdays

Ruff, JoAnn

Schwartz, Vicki

Davis, Judy

Thomas, G. Richard (Dick)

Montague, Joan

Coffey, Sandra

Hunt, Sondra

Williams, Michael

Porter, Eric

Trunick, Robert (Bob)

Reece, Chris

Morrison, Helen

Birkmeyer, Martha

West, John

Knarr, Kenneth (Ken)

Sprigg, Hannah

Sprigg, Stephen

Hilderbrand, Roy

Walls, Kelly

Sprigg-Dudley, Maxwell

Workman, William

Morgan, Emily

Gillihan, Elizabeth (Ella)
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Pleasant Ridge Presbyterian

AR
YOUTH
CHURCH

Lots of fun sum-
mer activities
heading your way
including an over-
night retreat, trip
to the movies, and
lots more. It will
be a blast for all!

Summer, 2009

 with all your heart

and lean NOE
on your own

und ersl:anding;

acknowledge Him,

andH @ will make
your pal:hs

.E
|
|
|
:

FUSC wrd

your

.: Etfalght Prov, 35-6 :

THE SPIRE is ap=""
monthly publica- [} =%
tion of the Pleas-|}{=.4
ant Ridge Presby-|
terian Church.
The publication
deadline for all articles is the 3rd
Monday of the month. Articles
can be submitted after that dead-
line, but their publication is not
guaranteed. The preferred
method of submission is via e-
mail and formatted in MS Word.
Short articles can be handwritten
and put in the SPIRE box in the
communications room. We will
also accept articles on CD and
written in MS Word format. All
submitted materials must be
clearly marked “SPIRE” article.

E-mail all SPIRE articles to:
prpc5950@hotmail.com

September deadline is
Monday, August 17 .
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