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"Lead Us Not into Temptation"

If we could only revel in the reality of God's
grace and forgiveness forever. "Amazing grace
how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like
me!" There is such a sigh of absolute relief not
only when we pray "forgive us our sins" but in
the greater theological recognition that we, in
being created in the very image of God (the
"imago dei"), were created with grace in mind.
That is why the Reformers reversed the typical
trend to look at the gospel as a bad news leads
to good news reality...you are sinful and bad
until you find forgiveness in Jesus Christ. They
thought instead that it is better to think of it as
good news to greater news. The good news is
that you are chosen by God. The greater news
is that you have been, by the grace of God
through Jesus Christ, forgiven. Yes...if we
could only revel in the reality of God's grace
and forgiveness forever...

If there were to be any amount of what one
could consider bad news (or at least a reality
check in the movements of life), it would be
the fact that we recognize that it is all too easy
to slip back into the old ways and patterns of
life. If you do not believe me, consider how
many New Year's resolutions have already
gone to the wayside to be brought out again
next year for another try and it is not even that
far past January. "Just because we have been
forgiven and have even forgiven those who
have wronged us doesn't mean that we are go-
ing to stay on the right track the rest of our
lives. Patterns of behavior are never changed
that easily. Anyone who has tried to change a
golf or tennis swing knows that. (Bill Carl)

And yet, as we continue on not only the jour-
ney through the prayer of our Lord, but the
journey of faith with Christ which is a slippery
road often filled with obstacles and potholes,
we come to realize that Christ, in understand-
ing temptation himself, adds this monumental
phrase to that prayer in order for us to be gen-
tly reminded of our vulnerability that only God
can protect. The Apostle Paul writes to the
church in Ephesus, "Therefore take up the
whole armor of God so that you may be able to
withstand on that evil day, and having done
everything, to stand firm. Stand therefore and
fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and
put on the breastplate of righteousness. And
shoes for your feet put on whatever will make
you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace.
With all of these, take the shield of faith, with
which you will be able to quench all the flaming
arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of sal-
vation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God." (Ephesians 6:13-17) This is such
a vivid and powerful descriptor for the reader
of all that is necessary to be fully prepared by
God to be shielded from the realities of the
"wages of sin that lead to death". (Romans
6:23) But what is gained though is "the free
gift of God which is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord." (Romans 6:23) Lead us not into
temptation...

There is a positive side to all of this though
even amidst the struggles and challenges of the
daily walk of faith. If God is going to lead us,
and we pray that God will not lead us into
temptation, it is logical to assume that God has
to still lead us somewhere. According to Dr. Bill
Carl, the "So often, when we look at this, we
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look at it sort of negatively: keep us away from the bad things. But in reality there's a positive side
to this. What we are saying is, 'Lord lead us in the paths of truth and peace and joy and harmony.
Lead us in the direction you want us to go with our lives so that we are not anxious, we are not wor-
rying, we are not so upset around the little things, the smallest things that happen to us." Bring us
into your pathway, O Lord. Show me the way, O Lord." Lead us not into temptation...

In the great hymn by Martin Luther "A Mighty Fortress Is Our God", we sing, "Let goods and kin-
dred go, this mortal life also.” It is the recognition that in life and in death, we belong to God
through Jesus Christ. It also lifts up the reality that we are ready to give it all up in order to follow
on the path of faith. We know that we are in the hands of the Lord now. O Lord, lead us not into
temptation...but instead...lead us in your ways of truth, peace, faith, hope, and love.

Most Cordially- Dr. K. Nicholas Yoda

Feb. Worship Scriptures LENTEN FILM SERIES
5th  Mennonite Sunday Once again the Lenten Film Series offers two
contemporary motion pictures for viewing and
12th | Corinthians 9:24  -27 (hopefully) spirited and spiritual discussion.
On Saturday, February 25 at 2:.00 P.M. in
the Kemper Room , we will view The Help ,
19th a film about African-American women domestics
working in the homes of wealthy white South-
erners in the early 1
_ , nered much attention and should generate
Mark 9:2 -9 ,gggEﬁlﬂgg\;ggl,_’ . much discussion.
o On Saturday, March 17 at 2:00 P.M. in
the Kemper Room , we will view Places in
22nd Create i me a the Heart, a film about the struggles of a
(Ash Wednesday) ﬁleaﬂ grieving family in cotton -growing Texas in the
eart, midst of the Great Depression. Dave Philpot,
7:00 P.M. Ogm/ our interim pastor in
and gt a rew & opinion that this was one of the few Hollywood
ri ht products that did not treat religion condescend-
Psalm 51 igmt ingly. See what you think!
me: i As before, weodoll have
hance the experience. We also have a new
larger flat-screen TV.
26th
Genesis fu/i‘/clla y at
c ovies
98 '17 GENESIS 9:13, NRSV
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SUNDAY Deaconds Game
—Fartn . CLASSES Sunday, February 19

OURNEYS Our Sunday morn-
~ing Faith Journeys
program offers great
classes for children up to seventh grade.
Herebs a |listing of
teachers. We meet from 9:15-10:15.

4 60slst Grade 8 Room 200

Teachers: Lisa WilkensMaynus, Sarah Hammel-
rath, Megan Sprigg

2nd - 7th Grade & Room 202
Teachers: Tom/Marcie Croshy, Scott/Cheryl Hatch

There are current-
ly two Sunday
morning  studies
available for adults.

Kemper Class

Kemper Room

A new study of
the Book of John
iS now in progress.
Marla James will be
leading while Fred
Burnett is on vaca-
tion.

Join them for a

discussion and ex-

pl oration of Johnos
ent from the other 3 gospels. There are stories
about and dialogue from Jesus that are unique

Drew Diehl continues to lead a study on the
topic of Science & Religion which began in
December. They are using a video presenta-
tion followed by group discussion.

nar

Sunday, February 19" from 530 PM to
7:30 PM the PRPC Deacons will be hosting g
Game Night. Dinner will be from 5:30 PM to 6
P M. BBQ and a sundae
for ice cream) will be the featured items to
tempt the taste buds. The main game will be
Team Trivia. We are encouraging all ages to
participate as there will be questions geared
from young to old and all in between (finally it
pays to know all those useless facts). If you
donot want to play Te
other games available to play such as Monopo-
ly, Yahtzee, Scrab-
ble, Pictionary, Ap-
pl eds t o
and for the young
(and limber) Twist-
er.

A sign up sheet
in Heritage Hall
will be available
where you can
sign up to bring a

side dish or dessert. Please contact Scott
Hatch at 396 -7041 (by Feb. 12) if you are
interested in having child care provided for chil-
dren too young to participate in the games or if
you need a ride to the event if homebound.

We look forward to being out with fellow
church members (bring friends if you like) as
PRPC beats the winter chill with a night of hot
fun!

to Johnds gospel al onge.
stimulating journey with scripture. Bring your
Bible!

Library Class Meets in the Library

The  Wednesday|
morning Horizon Bi-
ble Study will meet
Wednesday morning

February 1, 10.00 in the Kemper Room

Our theme for the study is: CONFESSING
THE BEATITUDES. We are on Session Six:
Greatly Hopnored Are the Pure In Heart. Mat-
thew 5:8; Psalm 24; 51:1 -12
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